
Practice Impromptu Speeches – Quotation Assignments 5 

Group 
Member 
#1 

Only those who dare to fail greatly can ever achieve greatly. 
 
    Robert F. Kennedy (1925 - 1968) 
 
A man is not idle because he is absorbed in thought. There is a visible labor and there 
is an invisible labor. 
 
    Victor Hugo (1802 - 1885) 
 
If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging. 
 
    Will Rogers (1879 - 1935) 

Group 
Member 
#1 

The only person you should ever compete with is yourself. You can't hope for a fairer 
match. 
 
    Todd Ruthman 
 
Take a chance! All life is a chance. The man who goes furthest is generally the one 
who is willing to do and dare. 
 
    Dale Carnegie 
 
It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting 
it. 
 
    Aristotle (384 BC - 322 BC) 
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Either you decide to stay in the shallow end of the pool or you go out in the ocean. 
 
    Christopher Reeve 
 
A lie can travel halfway around the world while the truth is putting on its shoes. 
 
    Mark Twain (1835 - 1910) 
 
To play it safe is not to play. 
 
    Robert Altman (1925 - 2007) 
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Continuous effort is the key to unlocking our potential. 
 
    Black Elk, Native American 
 
The reward for conformity was that everyone liked you except yourself. 
 
    Rita Mae Brown 
 
Opportunities are usually disguised as hard work, so most people don't recognized 
them. 
 
    Ann Landers (1918 - 2002) 
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Stubbornness is also determination. It's simply a matter of shifting from "won't 
power" to "will power." 
 
    Peter McWilliams, Life 101 
 
Treat a person as he is, and he will remain as he is. Treat him as he could be, and he 
will become what he should be. 
 
    Jimmy Johnson 
 
Anyone who takes himself too seriously always runs the risk of looking ridiculous; 
anyone who can consistently laugh at himself does not. 
 
    Vaclav Havel 
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Men will fight long and hard for a bit of colored ribbon. 
 
    Napoleon Bonaparte (1769 - 1821) 
 
People are changed, not by coercion or intimidation, but by example. 
 
    Author Unknown 
 
Things are only impossible until they're not. 
 
    Hannah Louise Shearer 

 


