
Practice Impromptu Speeches – Quotation Assignments 2 

Group 
Member 
#1 

Three people can keep a secret so long as two of them are dead. 
   – Benjamin Franklin (1706 - 1790) 
 
Order is the shape upon which beauty depends. 
   – Pearl Buck (1892 - 1973) 
 
The sleep of a laboring man is sweet. 
   – Bible, Ecclesiastes v. 12. 

Group 
Member 
#1 

The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for 
existing. One cannot help but be in awe when he contemplates the mysteries of 
eternity, of life, of the marvelous structure of reality. It is enough if one tries merely 
to comprehend a little of this mystery every day. Never lose a holy curiosity. 
   – Albert Einstein (1879 - 1955) 
 
We feel free when we escape -- even if it be but from the frying pan to the fire. 
   – Eric Hoffer (1902 - 1983) 
 
One of rarest things that a man ever does is to do the best he can. 
   – Josh Billings (1818 - 1885) 
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Fear of a name increases fear of the thing itself. 
   – J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, 1997 
 
Moderation is a fatal thing. Nothing succeeds like excess. 
   – Oscar Wilde (1854 - 1900) 
 
For good or ill, your conversation is your advertisement. Every time you open your 
mouth you let men look into your mind. Do they see it well clothed, neat, 
businesswise? 
   – Bruce Burton 
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Men, it has been well said, think in herds; it will be seen that they go mad in herds, 
while they only recover their senses slowly, and one by one. 
   – Charles Mackay 
 
The person who says it cannot be done should not interrupt the person doing it. 
   – Chinese Proverb, The Graduates Book of Wisdom 
 
Learn the fundamentals of the game and stick to them. Band-Aid remedies never last. 
   – Jack Nicklaus (1940 - ) 
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I usually approach things with the idea that I will take something out of everything I 
do. 
   – Heather Armstrong, Keynote Speech, SXSW 2006 
 
Man is distinguished from all other creatures by the faculty of laughter. 
   – Joseph Addison (1672 - 1719), The Spectator, September 26, 1712 
 
They always talk who never think. 
   – Matthew Prior (1664 - 1721) 
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That which we persist in doing becomes easier, not that the task itself has become 
easier, but that our ability to perform it has improved. 
   – Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 - 1882) 
 
Better be ignorant of a matter than half know it. 
   – Publilius Syrus (~100 BC), Maxims 
 
He who limps still walks. 
   – Stanislaw Lec 

  


